I- - •' 

i" 294- 



AU 3102 



49209 



^7/ 



G B 002253995 A 
SEP 1992 



(12) 



UK Patent Application „„ GB „„ 2 253 995„,A 



(43) Date of A publication 30.09.1992 



(21) Application No 9206285.0 

(22) Date of filing 23.03.1992 



(30) Priority data 
(31) 9106099 



(32) 22.03.1991 (33) GB 



(71) Applicant 

Christopher John Eadon 

59 Roue Road, Buckhuret Hill, Essex, IG9 6BU, 

United Kingdom 

(72) Inventor 

Christopher John Eadon 

(74) Agent and/or Address for Service 
Gill Jennings & Every 
53-64 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1HN, 
United Kingdom 



(51) INT CL 6 

A45F 5/10 

(52) UK CL (Edition K) 

A4G G3 

(56) Documents cited 
GB 2241432 A 
US 4923235 A 



GB 22021 35 A 
US 4902060 A 



US 5029926 A 
US 4590640 A 



(58) Field of search 

UK CL (Edition K) A4G 
INT CL 5 A45F 5/10 



(54) Carrier bag grip 

(57) One or more carrier bags (10, Fig. 4) having loop handles (9, Fig. 4) associated with an elongate grip of substantially 
U-shaped cross section, comprising a basewall 4 and upstanding side walls 1 which provides opposed side projections, e.g. 
ears 2, extending longitudinally beyond the end of the basewall 54, with open ends. The grips can be carried by a person's 
hand with the loop handle of the carrier bag or bag being bundled together and extending along and downward outward, 
under tension in the grip, over the edge of the basewall so that the grip is retained on the handles. The projections or ears 2 
are inclined downwardly and towards one another, the downwardly extended edge of the ear closer to the end of the 
basewall is also inclined in the longitudinal direction downwardly and away from the basewall. In order to locate the bag 
handles against sliding past the ears a gap is provided between the end of the basewall and the adjacent downwardly 
extending edge of each ear. 
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The references to figures 5-7 of the drawings in the printed specification are to be treated as omitted under Section 15(2) or 
(3) of the Patents Act 1977. 
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CARRIER RAG GRIP 



Plastics shopping bags, of the kind, for example, 
which are provided in shops and supermarkets for taking 
away shopping, usually have an elongate opening in each of 
its opposite walls to provide integral loop carrying 
handles. Sometimes the edges of the openings are 
reinforced. However, such bags are strong enough to carry 
heavy shopping and when carried by the loop handles in the 
hand, the material of the bag, being strong and thin, tends 
to cut painfully into the hand of the person carrying the 
bag. It is not unusual for a person to carry more than one 
such bag in each hand and this exacerbates the discomfort. 
When one or more such laden bags are temporarily placed on 

ground, either to relieve the discomfort, or while 
further shopping is conducted, it is not unusual for the 
bag or bags to fall over sideways, and to disgorge the 
contents. 

In accordance with a first aspect of the present 
invention, one or more carrier bags having loop handles is 
or are associated with an elongate grip of substantially U- 
shaped cross-section with open ends, and arranged to be 
carried by a person's hand with the loop handles of the 
carrier bag or bags being bundled together and extending 
along within the grip. 

With this arrangement, the grip spreads the load of 
the handles over a wider area of the carrier's hand, 
thereby eliminating the cutting effect, however sharp the 
individual bag handles may be. 

The grip will also preferably tend to hold the two 
loop handles of a conventional shopping bag together, or 
the loop handles of a number of carrier bags together, so 
that if the bag or bags are put down, they will be unlikely 
to disgorge their contents, even if they lean or fall over 
sideways. 

The grip may take a variety of forms. For example one 
construction may have a substantially rigid trough-like 
body with a basewall and upstanding sidewalls. In use, 
such a grip will be carried resting on the carrier's hand. 



With this construction the tendency to hold together 
bag handles which are bundled in the grip is improved, if , 
at each end of the grip, opposed side projections extend 
longitudinally beyond the end of the basewall. These 
projections, which may, in effect, form continuations of 
the sidewalls, will, in use, tend to overlie portions of 
the loop handles which, under tension, extend downwards 
over the edge of the basewall and outwards, and will 
therefore act to retain the gripping engagement with the 
bag handles if the grip is released and the bags associated 
with the grip placed on the ground. This inter-engagement 
of the projections and the loop handles is believed to be 
more secure if each of the projections not only projects 
beyond the end of the basewall, but provides an ear 
depending below the level of the basewall, the ears of each 
opposed pair of side projections preferably being inclined 
downwardly and towards one another. For the same reason, 
the downwardly extending edge of the ear closer to the end 
of the basewall is also preferably inclined in the 
longitudinally direction of the grip downwardly and away 
from the basewall. There may even be a small gap between 
the end of the basewall and the adjacent downwardly 
extending edge of each ear to locate the bag handles 
against sliding past the ear(s) and up off the grip. 

In another construction the grip may comprise a pair 
of handles at respective ends of a web of flexible material 
which is arranged to be passed through the loop handle (s) 
of a bag or bags and to be bent upwards into a U-shape to 
provide a sling for the bag handles. Provided that the 
grip handles are sufficiently massive, they will spread gie 
load of the bags comfortable on a carriers hand. 

With this second construction, the bag handles may be 
held together securely if there are means, such as press 
studs or Velcro strips, positioned on the grip handles or 
web ends, to hold the two ends of the grip easily but 
releasably together after one end been passed through the 
bag handles. 



A grip, according to one of the alternative 
constructions, and preferably with one or more of the 
optional features, referred to above, form independent 
aspects of the invention. 

The grip may be made from any suitable material, for 
example it may be formed from a sheet of thermoplastics 
material, or injection moulded from an appropriate plastics 
material. 

Two examples of a grip in accordance with the 
invention are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which; 

Figure 1 is a plan of a blank from which the first 

grip is made; 

i^gure 2 is - perspective view of the first grip; 

Figure 3 is an end view of the first grip; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the first grip in 

use; 

Figure 5 is a plan of the second grip; 

Figure 6 is a section on the line VI- VI in Figure 5; 

and, 

Figure 7 is a perspective view showing the second grip 
in use. 

The first grip is made from a blank, cut as shown in 
Figure 1, from a sheet of thermoplastics material. This is 
thermoformed to produce the troughlike grip shown in Figure 
2, by bending up opposed sidewalls 1, and bending into a 
downward curve end portions 5 of a basewall 4. End 
portions of the sidewalls, extending beyond the respective 
ends of the basewall 4 provide downwardly and inwardly 
extending ears 2, the edges closest to the basewall being 
spaced and tapered away from the basewall. Corners 3 
define chamfered ends to the upper edges of the basewalls. 

In use, and as shown in Figure 4, the central upper 
portions of the loop handles 9 of, for example, a 
conventional plastics shopping bag 10, ar hooked over one 
of the sidewalls 1 of the grip so that the handles lie in 
the channel between the sidewalls 1. More than one bag may 
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adjacent downwardly extending edge of each ear to locate 
the bag handles against sliding past the ear(s) and up off 
the ^rip. 

5 8. A grip substantially as described with reference to 
the accompanying drawings. 

9. A combination according to claim 1, wherein the grip 
is according to any one of claims 2 to 8. 

10 
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